
The Realities & Nature of Hellfire (Jahannam) 

Executive Summary 

The following briefing document synthesizes the theological and descriptive 
accounts of Hellfire (Jahannam) as presented in the provided source. The core 
themes centre on the purpose of these warnings in the Islamic tradition, the 
physical and psychological enormity of Hell, and the specific nature of the 
punishments described. 

Key takeaways include 
The Role of Fear and Hope:  
Warnings of Hellfire were revealed early in the Quranic mission to soften hearts and 
establish a spiritual foundation before the introduction of legal prohibitions. 

Immenseness of Scale:  
Hell is depicted as a vast, sentient entity of cosmic proportions, managed by 
billions of angels and fuelled by humans and stones. 
 

Physical Transformation:  
Inhabitants undergo physical alterations—such as the thickening of skin and the 
enlargement of teeth—designed to maximize the capacity for sensory pain. 
 

Eternal Consequence:  
The afterlife is framed as an eternal state where the soul never ceases to exist, and 
the punishment of Hell is described as a continuous, worsening cycle without the 
possibility of adaptation or relief. 
 

Methodology of Revelation and Spiritual Preparation 
The source emphasizes that the Quranic discourse on Hellfire and Paradise served 
a strategic pedagogical purpose. According to the testimony of Aisha (RA), the initial 
revelations focused on the "Mufassal" surahs (chapters detailing the afterlife) rather 
than legal codes. 
 

Hearts Before Laws:  
Had the prohibitions on alcohol or fornication been the first revelations, people 
would have likely rejected them. The mention of Paradise and Hell was necessary to 
turn hearts toward God first. 
 

 

 



Prophetic Warning:  
The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is described as a protector attempting to push 
people away from a fire, comparing humanity to insects attracted to a flame that 
will ultimately consume them. 
 

The Reality of the Future:  
The document frames Hellfire not as a distant myth but as the literal "future" for 
every individual, given the soul's eternal nature. 
 

Physical Characteristics and Scale of Hellfire 
The source provides specific data points to illustrate the terrifying magnitude of 
Hellfire, utilizing both numerical figures and physical comparisons. 
 

Dimensions and Magnitude 
Feature Description 

Depth A stone dropped into Hell takes 70 
years to reach the bottom. 

Angelic Guardians On the day of judgement, hell is brought 
forth by 70,000 ropes, with each rope 
pulled by 70,000 angels (totalling 4.9 
billion angels). 

Celestial Volume The Sun & the Moon will be thrown into 
Hell, indicating it’s capacity to contain 
celestial bodies. 

Gates & Levels Hell has 7 Gates. It is structured in 
levels, with hypocrites occupying the 
lowest, most severe depth. 

 

Sentience and Heat 
Hell is described as having sentient qualities; it is a creature that "sees" and "hears." 
 

Sentient Features:  
It is described as having a neck, eyes that see, ears that hear, and a tongue that 
speaks. It actively identifies specific types of sinners, such as the arrogant and 
those who associate partners with God. 
Intensity of Heat:  
The fire of the world is only 1/70th of the heat of Hellfire. Unlike worldly fires where 
a body might eventually be consumed or charred beyond sensation, the heat of Hell 
is continuous and "never stays the same," getting worse over time. 
 
Fuel: 
The primary fuel for this heat consists of people and stones. 



The Inhabitants: Physical and Sensory Punishments 

The source details how the physical bodies of those in Hell are modified to increase 
their suffering, asserting that the punishment is "just and fair," based strictly on an 
individual's actions. 

Physical Enlargement 
To ensure the maximum experience of pain, the inhabitants' bodies are significantly 
enlarged: 
Skin:  
The thickness of the skin is 42 cubits (approximately 126 feet). 
Teeth:  
A single molar becomes as large as Mount Uhud. 
Seating Space:  
The space occupied by a single inhabitant is compared to the distance between 
Mecca and Medina. 
Skin Regeneration:  
Based on the Quranic verse, as skins are roasted, they are replaced with new skins 
so the inhabitant may continue to "taste the punishment." This is noted as a 
"scientific miracle" in the text, as the concentration of pain-sensing nerves is in the 
skin. 
Lowest Punishment:  
The lightest punishment involves a person standing on a smouldering coal that 
causes their brain to boil. 
Internal Destruction:  
Boiling water (Hamim) is poured over heads, which melts internal organs and 
causes them to be expelled. 
The Double Standard:  
A specific punishment is reserved for those who commanded good but did not 
practice it; they are depicted as a donkey going in circles around a millstone, 
dragging their own intestines. 
Sustenance, Clothing, and Environment 
The environment of Hell offers no relief, providing only substances that increase 
thirst and agony. 
Food and Drink 
The sustenance in Hell provides no nourishment and serves only to torture the 
consumer. 
Zaqqum:  
A tree growing from the bottom of Hell with fruit resembling the heads of devils. It 
boils in the stomach like molten lead. 
Dhari:  
A bitter, thorny plant that neither nourishes nor satisfies hunger. 
Hamim and Ghassaq:  
Boiling water and "Ghassaq" (described as pus or cold discharge). 
 



Tinat al-Khabal:  
A "mud" or juice consisting of the sweat and discharge of the inhabitants, 
specifically designated for those who consumed intoxicants. 
The Comparison of Camels:  
Inhabitants will drink boiling water like "diseased camels" that drink until they kill 
themselves because their thirst is never quenched. 
Clothing and Restraints 
Garments:  
Inhabitants are dressed in "garments of fire" and "shirts of pitch" (tar). 
Restraints:  
They are bound in chains, yokes (shackles around the neck), and "iron maces." 
Psychological Suffering and Eternal Regret 
Beyond physical pain, the source emphasizes the deep psychological and spiritual 
trauma experienced by the inhabitants. 
Total Neglect:  
Just as the inhabitants ignored God and the afterlife during their worldly lives, they 
are told they will be "forgotten" in Hell. 
Regret and Pleas:  
Inhabitants will scream for a second chance to do good deeds, but their pleas will 
be rejected. They will be told to remain there in silence. 
Darkness and Enclosure:  
Hell is described as a place of darkness where the fire "surrounds them from every 
side"—front, back, top, and bottom. 
The Fate of Idols:  
Those who worshipped objects or people (idols, the sun, or symbols like the cross) 
will see those objects thrown into the fire ahead of them, demonstrating their 
powerlessness. 
Conclusion on Eternity 
The document concludes by emphasizing the concept of Khalidina fiha—abiding 
forever. The afterlife is not a temporary state; once the soul is created, it exists for 
infinity. The punishment of Hell is not a fixed state but an escalating one, where the 
inhabitants are told: "We will not increase you except in punishment." This 
reinforces the source’s central message regarding the gravity of the choices made 
during the temporary life of this world. 
 


